
MESSAGE FROM 
THE WCHS 
PRESIDENT

As you will see in this issue of the 
Pioneer Village Reporter, a great 
summer is in store at the Pioneer 
Village Museum. 

We are happy to announce regular 
opening hours at the Museum 
beginning on May 22, as well as some 
special events. We are proud to show 
off what a ?village of volunteers," 
contractors, and supporters can 
accomplish. We can?t thank enough the 
individuals, families, and businesses for 
the amazing support they have given. 
Please note the businesses in this and 
previous issues and consider hiring 
them for your next project.

As any homeowner knows, the work is 
never done, especially with our eleven 
buildings to take care of. Please excuse 
the work you might have to negotiate 
around while touring, and consider 
possibly joining us in helping. Whether 
as tour guide, researcher, painter, or 
professional contractor, give us a call 
and join our team. I know we can find 
something for you no matter what your 
abilities and skill level. Of course, we 
are always looking for funds of any size, 
whether for general support or tied to a 
specific project. Create a lasting legacy 
for your family and the community at 
the Pioneer Village Museum.
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A BUSY TIME AT THE PIONEER VILLAGE

It has been a very busy last couple 
of months at the Pioneer Village. 

The Ward County Historical 
Society would like to thank Cory 
and Gretta Holt for their donation of 
an old, two-story farmhouse for 
salvage near Foxholm. We ended up 
stripping lots of cedar siding off the 
house for use on our Eureka 
schoolhouses at the Village. If you 
have been following the price of 
lumber you can see why this is a 
great deal.

Another amazing donation came 
from Girdell, Fern, and Dan 
Patterson near Carpio. The 
donation included 170 pieces of 
horse drawn farm equipment, many 
different pieces of old machinery 
and some household items. Some 
of the items will be seen at the Pioneer Village as well as at the Lake Country Historical 
Museum in Kenmare. Other items were sold and will be refurbished and put to work 
on Amish farms throughout the Midwest. 

Some finished projects that you will see at the Village, includes sidewalks at the two 
houses and the church. The sidewalks, done by Creative Concrete are stained brown 
and have a wood pattern for an old look with long durability. 

Two flagpoles are now located as you enter the Village thanks to help from 
Burlington Electric. There will be a flag ceremony as part of our May 22 opening day.

Projects that you might see in the works include the painting of the Church, the 
Eureka Town Hall, and the Military Museum buildings. The steeple replacement on the 
Church will be a major undertaking this year as well as the replacement of decayed 
logs on the Sundre log cabin. Stop by and see how you can help out.

RAMPING 
THINGS UP 

As seen in the header, work on 
the ramp at the Harmon House 

continued on April 21, 2021. 

Sheldon Albertson, Vice President

This recycling trailer, thanks to Bryant Metals, is in the 
parking area as you enter the Pioneer Village Museum. The 
drop off is already getting lots of use. Thank you to all who 
are helping the environment and the Museum.

NEW INTERPRETIVE DISPLAYS

Thanks to private donations and a Cultural 
Heritage Grant from the North Dakota 
Historical Society, there is a new display on the 
Davis Mine and Brickworks. 

The Pioneer Village is now located on the 
historic site of Ward County?s first commercial 
coal mine and later brick factory. An antique 
coal cart was donated by the Railroad Museum 
of Minot, and has been completely rebuilt, and 
put on display. Coal mining displays in the 
Surrey Depot building have been updated. 
Look for newly framed historical photos from 
our collection throughout the Village Museum.



The ?Making Our Village Green? fund-raiser is to help with the plants and materials to 
beautify the Pioneer Village. With a $200 donation, you will be provided a plaque to 
memorialize a loved one or in appreciation of your gift. 

This beautification project will attract more events, such as flea markets, concerts, 
educational seminars, 
and other historical 
events. This project will  
also allow us to continue 
the Ward County 
Historical Society's 
mission to provide 
historical community 
events to the public in a 
shady, green 
environment.

A special thank you to 
Lowe?s Nursery for their 
great planting plan and 
their help throughout the 
years.

A THANK YOU 
FOR  DONATIONS!

The Ward County Historical Society 
would like to thank those individuals, 
families, businesses, and organizations 
who have generously donated time, 
money, and other like donations to us 
in the past few months. 

DONATIONS
Philip G. or Rosella Dahle
Lynn and Robbin Davenport

Endowment Fund
David and Wanda Safran

Piano Museum
Joseph Adducci, MD

Sundre/Mostad Cabin
Jim and Pam Mostad

MEMBERSHIPS
Family Membership

Robbin and Lynn Davenport
Bob and Laureen Klein
Orlin and Ivadell Larson
Dean and Shonella Lemer
Charles and Diane Miller
Jim and Pam Mostad
Mark and Lori Zaderaka

Individual Membership
Jean Burke
Gary Knudtson
Iona Loken
June Myers
Rolf Orser
Mark B. Rasmuson
Richard Reuer
Gene Rupp

Lifet ime Family
Royal and Diane Orser
David and Wanda Safran
Steve and Carol Smith

MEMORIALS
In memory of Phyllis Gordon
Denise Banks

In memory of Ruben Buechler
Iona Loken

If you are interested in becoming a 
member of the Ward County Historical 
Society, please see the membership 
form on the back page of our 
newsletter.

MAKING OUR VILLAGE GREEN



MARK YOUR 
CALENDARS

Be sure to mark your calendars because 
the Ward County Historical Society has a 
few events planned for this year.

Monthly Meet ings
Join the Ward County Historical Society for 

their monthly meetings the first Thursday of 
each month at 6:45 p.m. 

Spring Fling
Our Spring Fling will be held from 12:00 to 

5:00 p.m. Come and tour the buildings at 
the Pioneer Village Museum and go back in 
time! Guided tours, informative 
demonstrations, and more await you at our 
Spring Fling event! 

Burlington Farmer's Market  
The Burglington Farmer's Market will be 

coming to the Pioneer Village Museum, 
starting in mid-July. Produce and other 
items will be sold in our parking areas every 
Thursday from 3:00 to 6:00 p.m.

Flea Market  and Car/Tractor Show
Join us for a Flea Market  and car and 

tractor show at the Pioneer Village Museum 
on Saturday, August 7 and Sunday, August 
8! If you are interested in having a booth, 
please call 701-839-0785.

The Great  Gatsby Gala
Join us at the Grand Hotel for our Great 

Gatsby Gala on Friday, October 1, 2021! 
Watch our Facebook page and website for 
more information in the near future!

Thanks to your donations and the matching funds from the St. Joseph?s 
Community Foundation?s Twice Blessed Campaign, the former Eureka 
Schoolhouse #1 now has two ADA accessible bathrooms. This is the first time we 
have had public restrooms at the Village and now we have a definite upgrade to 
the familiar porta-potties.  

Volunteers and other donations have also transformed the building from its 
latest use as an apartment into a community room. We have renamed the 
building the Eureka Township Hall to honor its past and to advertise it?s new 
purpose. There is plenty of room for meetings, birthday parties and small wedding 
receptions. There is a full kitchen and an open meeting area now available for 
rental. Give us a call to reserve your next event.

The Township Hall will also have interpretive displays such as our Post Office 
and Bank displays. Museum supporters and members, past and present will also 
be honored on the building?s walls. 

A special thanks to our contractors, Souris River Designs, Burlington Electric, 
Iver?s plumbing and Triple A Heating and Cooling.

Another shout out goes to Sundre Sand and Gravel who brought us some more 
crushed asphalt to tie in the sidewalks.

EUREKA TOWNSHIP HALL INTERIOR 
RENOVATIONS COMPLETED

Just  a couple of old dogs!
Vice president Sheldon Albertson was caught off 

guard when a few members of the Ward County 
Historical Society board dropped by with a birthday 
cake while he was doing work at the Eureka School.
Happy birthday Sheldon!
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