
David Leite 
WCHS President 
 
It’s hard to believe that at this time last 

year, the Ward County Historical Society 
Board of Directors had made the decision 
that we wouldn’t pursue further 
litigation and we would attempt to move 
the Pioneer Village Museum from the 
Fairgrounds. We had no idea how this 
could be accomplished. The settlement 
with the State Fair would give us 
$100,000, but only if we were gone by 
June 15. Where would we go? How would 
we raise enough money? Would we have 
to leave some buildings behind? What 
were we going to do with the cars and 
artifacts? These and a whole lot of other 
questions weighed heavily on our 
shoulders as caretakers of the area 
history. 

Not knowing the future, we started off 
simply by having some rummage sales 
with donated items. The sheer number of 
donations should have tipped us off. 
Then we realized that people were 
paying a lot more than what things were 
worth and some gave money and took 
nothing home. We were being educated 
that there were a lot of people who felt 
strongly about the museum and wanted 
to see it continue. We began to feel that 
starting over in a new location might 
actually work. This was the beginning of 
a very busy year for a whole lot of people. 

During the past year, there have been 
literally hundreds of people who have 
come forward to help the museum. We 
are indebted to all of those people and 
businesses. They include the crew at 
Huwe  the Housemover, who performed 
the seemingly impossible task of getting 
twelve buildings moved by the deadline. 
We are grateful to Ward County area 
senators and legislators who, led by Oley 
Larsen, were able to get a state 
appropriation of $100,000 in addition to 
an increased $150,000 settlement from 
the State Fair. We thank Gordon Lokken 
of Burlington whose initiative led to the 
amazing donation of the Village site by 
DeSour Valley Economic Development. 
We thank them for their investment in 
Burlington’s future. Also, praise is due 
Dan Caswell of Minot, who donated an 
adjacent property that ties the Village 
site to the main road and Highway. We 
thank the Saugstad family of Minot who, 
in honor of their parents, Stanley and 
Arlene, donated land, which we were 
able to trade for all of the dirt work and 

sewer and water installations at the 
Museum site. We also thank the 
residents, Mayor and City Council of 
Burlington who have been very generous 
and supportive of our move to their city. 
Last, but not least, we thank the 
numerous people who have donated and 
continue to donate their equipment, 
their time, and their money to make this 
year turn a dream into reality. 

In the coming year, we will be putting 
up a plaque to honor everyone involved 
in our move and rebuilding. Also, our 
goal is to get the Village site landscaped 
as soon as possible in spring. Frequent 
rains set back any grass seeding and 
planting of trees, flowers and shrubs. 
Some of you have donated to these 
specific items, and we look forward to 
honoring those donations.  

We aim to restore the bell tower on the 
Immanuel Lutheran Church. It was 
removed sometime in the past, most 
likely when it was moved to the Fair 
Grounds, and replaced with a simpler 
top. It is our goal to rebuild it to its 
original look, including a former rose 
window.   

The biggest goal for the future is to 
have a Visitor Center. We were not able 
to move the car museum building and 
need to have a place to display the 
antique cars. We would also like to have 
the building house displays currently in 
storage like our doctor’s office, post 
office, and an expanded military 
exhibit. A gift shop, genealogy research 
library, and office would be included in 
such a building. Currently, a very large 
steel retail building that was dismantled 
has been offered to us. In the near future, 
we will be deciding if the structure is still 
in good shape, will meet our needs, can 
possible be scaled down, and will be 
approved by the City of Burlington. Join 
us at our members meeting at Burlington 
City Hall and be a part of these future 
decisions. We meet every first Thursday 
of the month at 6:45 p.m. 

It is our goal to begin publishing a 
newsletter on a regular basis to keep you 
better informed of what we are working 
on and where your dollars have made a 
difference. We will also continue to post 
news on our Facebook page and regular 
updates to our webpage. Due to popular 
demand, we are starting to plan a Spring 
Gala of some type. We would love to hear 
your input on this and anything we are 
doing at the Historical Society and the 
Pioneer Village Museum.  
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Looking Back and Looking Ahead We Are ‘Twice Blessed’ 
The Ward County Historical Society 

was recently selected to be one of the 
beneficiaries of the St. Joseph’s 
Community Health Foundation’s Twice 
Blessed program.  

The Foundation will match total 
donations to the Ward County Historical 
Society up to $5,000 through the 
December 31 deadline. Checks need to 
be made out to the St. Joseph’s 
Community Health Foundation.  

Funds received by the Ward County 
Historical Society will support the 
addition of ramps to the museum 
buildings to make them more accessible 
to all.  

We hope you are able to contribute 
during the Twice Blessed Campaign and 
thank you for your past and future 
support. To donate: visit their website at: 
www.twiceblessednd.com and select 
Ward County Historical Society.  

Who We Are 
The Pioneer Village Museum is located 

at 8181 Highway 2/52, in Burlington, and 
is managed by the Ward County Historical 
Society. Its board includes: Dave Leite, 
president; Sheldon Albertson, vice 
president; Angie Hoover, treasurer; James 
Falcon, secretary; and board members Sue 
Bergan,  Jean Burke,  Dan Caswell,  Chris 
Simmons,  and Sandra Faul Sys.  

If you would like to contact the board, 
please give us a call at 701-839-0785. 

For more information on the Ward County 
Historical Society and the Pioneer Village 
Museum, visit our website at: 
www.wardcountyhistoricalsociety.com 

Giving Back 
The Ward County Historical Society has 

already begun to give back to our new 
home of Burlington.  



Repairs Coming Along  
 
Sheldon Albertson 
WCHS Vice President 
 
With the help of many volunteers, 

unloading of artifacts and preparation of 
the buildings at the old Pioneer Village 
site on the North Dakota State 
Fairgrounds was accomplished by May of 
this year. Huwe the Housemover’s then 
had all buildings moved to Burlington by 
the first weekend of June. The majority of 
the foundations and slabs were ready for 
building at that time with the rest finished 
shortly thereafter. This summer was 
challenging with the wet weather making 
for poor ground conditions. We’ve had to 
deal with flooded crawl spaces and 
relentless muddy conditions. Through 
these conditions, volunteers and 
contractors kept plugging along and 
accomplished much.  

Here is a short play-by-play of the 
condition of the new Pioneer Village 
Museum.  

 
Grounds: Leveling soil close to being 

done, all water and sewer mains are in, 
with all electrical and gas trenched in.  

Samuelson House: Addition reattached, 
roofs repaired, most damaged exterior 
wood repairs done, along with primer on 
all raw repaired areas, and most interior 
repairs done, electrical hooked up.  

Harmon House: New front porch, many 
exterior wood repairs, and all exterior raw 
wood primed, many structural repairs 
throughout exterior of home, minor 
repairs inside. Electrical hooked up inside 
home.  

Courthouse: Electrical hooked up, all 
exterior repairs done, exterior primed and 
painted.  

Depot: Electrical hooked up, all exterior 
repairs done, raw rood primed and some 
painted.  

Schoolhouse: Electrical hooked up, all 
exterior repairs done, exterior primed and 
painted, interior repairs done. 

Church: Electrical hooked up, steeple 
temporarily sealed, new front doors 
installed, minor interior repairs.  

Blacksmith Shop: Electrical hooked up, 
20’ addition added on, exterior primed 
and painted.  

General Store: Electrical hooked up, 
interior repairs done and painted, exterior 
repaired, primed and painted. 

Barber Shop: Electrical hooked up, 
interior repairs done and painted, exterior 
repaired, primed and painted.  

Decks and porches: All completed, 
except behind church.  

Fire and farm hydrants: All completed.  

Jean Burke 
WCHS Board member 
 
It is the mission of the Ward County 

Historical Society to provide education 
about the unique history of our 
community. We are fortunate to have 36-
1/2 acres for this goal to include a visitor 
center and interpretative trails as a living 
classroom.  

Currently, we are researching grant and 
fundraising options for a visitor center. 
The visitor center will house the offices, 
historical archives, exhibits, and most of 
all, meeting rooms. The visitor center 
would be more accessible for all ages, 
with an emphasis on children’s 
educational programming. Having the 
new visitor center to display collections 
and exhibits along with interactive 
programming for the community would 
help us continue our mission to nurture a 
greater appreciation for our ancestors 
and for the ideas, values, successes, and 
challenges that bind us together. 

The Outdoor Heritage Grant is currently 

being written with the goal of developing 
interpretive trails and a shelter to 
adjunct the Pioneer Village Museum. The 
proposed expansion plan is to develop a 
community park and interpretative trail 
with an emphasis on our local history. 
The land donated is the original site of 
the brick factory and coal mines that 
were located near Burlington in the late 
1800s to early 1900s. The additional 
historical value associated with this land 
will allow future tours to include 
information about the history of the early 
settlers. In the past, we have provided 
numerous tours to school age children 
and adults alike. These tours have 
focused on the history associated with 
the buildings owned by the Ward County 
Historical Society. The expansion will 
allow a new historical and nature themes 
to be addressed during the tours.  

This grant requires a 25 percent match 
with community collaboration. We are 
looking forward to working with our 
community partners in both these 
endeavors.  

A brick wall — remnants of the brick factory — can still be seen along Highway 2/52, just south of 
the Pioneer Village Museum.  

Another brick in the wall: Grants being sought 
for interpretative trails 

 

Separation of the Samuelson House 

The Samuelson House needed to be separated into two sections in order to move it from Minot to 
the new museum site in Burlington. Getting the building back into shape has taken a great deal of 
skill by many skilled individuals.  



Ward County Historical Society Membership Application 
Be a part of something special — become a member today! 

 
  Membership Categories 

 
 
 
 
Name 

____________________________________________________________ 
Address __________________________________________________________ 
City ___________________________ State ___________  Zip ______________ 
Phone _____________________________________________  
E-mail Address  ____________________________________________________ 

 
Return to:  

Ward County Historical Society, P.O. Box 994, Minot, ND 58702 

Student               $10.00 
Individual  $20.00 
Family   $30.00 
Lifetime (Single) $125.00 
Lifetime (Family)      $250.00 

Dan Caswell 
WCHS Board member  
President of Magic City Antique Car Club 
 

Many of you may not know this, but the Magic City Antique Car Club 
has an agreement with the Ward County Historical Society to operate 
and maintain the Automotive Museum part of the entity. Through a 
generous donation, we even have a small amount of funds in the 
Club with which we can purchase repair parts for the vehicles. We 
also have an “adopt a car” program, where anyone interested can 
“adopt” one of the Museum cars. This involves helping to get it 
running, keeping it clean and presentable, and operating it during 
parades and other events. Currently, all cars are available for this 
project; although at this time they are all stored and not accessible, 
other than the 1929 Ford Model T Roadster and 54 International 
pickup. (The Ford has been running since the flood, and needs very 
little to get it going again. The International is a nice running and 
driving vehicle but does need some cleaning and a wax job. These 
vehicles are  accessible, as they are stored in my garages. If anyone 
would like to do some work on them over the winter, I have a heated 
shop in which to work!) 

 

Tractor Talk 
We are now in possession of a Minneapolis Moline model G 

farm tractor that is in very good running condition and looks 
pretty decent, considering it was built in 1952 or 1953, per the 
serial number. It does need a soft plug replaced in the cylinder 

block or head. 
There is a pair of cylinders and heads on this engine; and one set of 

head/cylinder needs to be removed to access this plug. We also have 
a 1952 GMC 2.5 ton, Army 6x6 dual tire truck that Makoti Threshing 
Association donated to us. We were able to get it running and drove it 
from Makoti to Minot! It took Sheldon and I five hours to drive to 
Makoti, get it running and be back in Minot. It had not been run in 
about 15 years; purportedly, it had no brakes, needed a water pump 
and carburetor work. With a new electric fuel pump, it starts and runs 
very well. It needs some work on the brakes and cleaning up, if 
anyone is interested in assisting with some of that next summer! 

 

Car Club Meetings 
The Magic City Antique Car Club meets the second Thursday of 

every month (except December) at Pizza Ranch, starting at 6:45 p.m. 
Most people come earlier to eat first. Dues are reasonable and you 
don’t have to own an antique car to belong. We are always open to 
new members! 

 

A Big Thank You 
Thank you to everyone for all the help and donations we have 

gotten through our moving ordeal. When you think about what we 
were able to get done in one year, it is almost incomprehensible. 
What a huge task! Lots of people said it was impossible. But with 
enough people pitching in to help, well, just look at what we 
accomplished as a group/community. 

 Newsletter 
Please let us know how you 

wish to receive the next 
newsletter:  

 
 

[  ]  by regular mail is just fine. 
 
 
 
[  ] electronically, please send it 
to this e-mail address: 
  
 
___________________________ 
 
 
 
[  ] I do not wish to receive this 
newsletter again.  

A Special Note to Thrivent Members 
 
Sandra Faul Sys 
WCHS Board member  
 
 
Attention Thrivent Members — 
 
If you are a member of Thrivent, you earn Choice Dollars! 
These are reward dollars that can be donated to any non-profit organization of your 

choosing. To designate the Ward County Historical Society as the recipient of your Choice 
Dollars, just call Thrivent or go to your online account. To DOUBLE your donation dollars, contact 
Thrivent as soon as possible and have them send your Choice Dollars to the St. Joseph’s 
Community Health Foundation and designate it to go to the Ward County Historical 
Society.  (WCHS and the St. Joseph’s Community Health Foundation are on file with Thrivent, so 
they have the necessary addresses and information).  Your Choice Dollars will then be “matched” 
with funds from the Foundation. To take advantage of these Twice Blessed matching funds from 
the St. Joseph’s Community Health Foundation your donation from Thrivent MUST be 
postmarked no later than December 31, 2019.  

 

An Automotive Approach  
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