
The Pioneer Vi l lage Recorder

There are many overused 
adjectives used to describe the 
present state of the world: 
unprecedented, extraordinary, 
bizarre, and surreal. The mission of 
the Ward County Historical Society 
to preserve our past becomes even 
more relevant with the premature 
passing of many of the country?s 
?greatest generation.? It is with great 
respect for these people and others 
that the Board of Directors has 
determined that we cannot safely 
open the museum at this time. 

In addition to COVID-19, there is 
still much work on the Village 
buildings and grounds continuing. 
We look forward to when we can at 
least partially open later this 
summer. We ask that you please 
make sure your membership is 
current and consider an additional 
tax-deductible donation. 

This past winter, the Ward County 
Historical Society was presented 
with an exciting opportunity. Mr. 
Phillip Bozy of rural Minot came to 
us with the offer of donating Eureka 
Township schoolhouses #1 and #4. 
The buildings, built in 1902, are 
currently connected to each other 
and have been used as apartments 
since the school closed in 2010. Mr. 
Bozy had a need to remove the 
schoolhouses to make way for a 
new structure and time was of the 
essence. If no one were able to 
move the buildings, they would have 
been destroyed. At the time of the 
offer, all our available funds were 
earmarked for the next year to cover 

operations costs and rebuilding 
projects. We were busy planning our 
annual ?Roaring 20?s Gala? and 
determined that the new funds 
raised would be used to cover the 
cost of moving and setting up the 
schoolhouses at the Pioneer Village 
Museum. With the advent of 
COVID-19, we were forced to cancel 
the gala with the hope that it could 
be held on a later date. Jump ahead 
to May and we find we cannot safely 
hold the Gala in the foreseeable 
future. With the foundations and 
utilit ies already in, the Board of the 
Ward County Historical Society 
determined to continue with the 
project. We now find ourselves with 
a need to seek the necessary funds 
to move forward. We had 
anticipated over $30,000 from the 
gala fundraiser based on last year?s 
event. Once the buildings are 
moved, we will have spent $35,000 
and estimate another $18,000 to 
complete the building renovations. 
So far, there has been over 200 
hours of volunteer labor put into the 
project and over $4,000 in 
equipment time donations. 
Contractors have given us reduced 
rates on labor, supplies, and moving 
costs. It is amazing how many 
people and businesses are willing to 
help. It is rewarding to know that the 
move of the Pioneer Village Museum 
has been so well supported. 

Let t er  From  Our  President
Dave Leite, President
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The Eureka Township schoolhouses #1 and #4 were recently donated to the Ward County 
Historical Society and on May 28, 2020, they were moved to the Pioneer Village Museum. 

?
Read more on page 3

The Pioneer Village Museum has been 
busy the last few months. The grounds 
are now leveled and the black dirt has 
been spread out, cultivated, disked and 
rototilled. The Ward County Soil 
Conservation District has planted two 
rows of Ponderosa pine trees to shelter 
the property.  Sewer and water has 
been installed for the Eureka 
schoolhouse #1. The Samuelson and 
Harmon house interior renovations are 
complete, and cleaning and setting up 
of displays is underway. 

As you might have seen on Facebook, 
the barbershop and general store are 
renovated, cleaned and displays are 
being prepared. Now that the Eureka 
schools are in place they too will be 
renovated and made ready for the 
public. The Church is nearing 
completion of its internal renovations, 
but the outside awaits funds for new 
siding and a replacement bell tower. 
After some work on the floors of our 
North Prairie schoolhouse and the 
Sawyer depot they too will be ready to 
have visitors again.

Due to the generosity of a number of 
paving contractors, we will be getting a 
crushed asphalt parking area, entrance 
road and streets throughout the Village. 
We can then tie the new ramps and 
stairs of the buildings to the streets 
with sidewalks. Grass seeding can then 
take place with grass that has been 
pledged from a number of local seed 
suppliers. 

The Ward County Historical Society is 
asking anyone and everyone who is 
able to help financially or with their 
time to help make these goals possible. 
Whatever you can do would be greatly 
appreciated.

From  Our  Vice President
Sheldon Albertson

Did you know ? When you make a 
purchase through Amazon, you can 

help the Ward County Historical 
Society? Through the Amazon Smile 

program, you can select the WCHS to 
receive 0.5 percent of your purchase 

(through eligible products). 



MEMORIALS
In Mem ory of  Dennis Ber t sch
Joan and Jerry Sanders

In Mem ory of  Geraldine Kaye 
?Ger i? Cogdil l

Jay and Dolores Stevens

In Mem ory of  Arnold Jost
Gregg and Jackie Blikre
ML Blikre
Dianne Earhart
Andrew and Darla Fimrite
Carolyn Hayden
Larry and Shawn Huizenga
Bruce and Diane Johnson
Darla and Curt Jost
Rhonda Jost
Adolph and Elaine Jundt
Mary and David Lervick
Armend and Ranae Lynner
Roberta Obrien
Robbe and Vicki Reiner
Joan and Jerry Sanders
Janelle Weaver

In Mem ory of  Rut h Kopp
Darla and Curt Jost

In Mem ory of  Doug St evick
Darla and Curt Jost

In Mem ory of  Jim  Weiskopf
Darla and Curt Jost

MEMBERSHIPS
Individual
John Doyle
Gary Siewert

Fam ily
Robbin and Lynn Davenport
David and Sharon Lebrun
Judy and Jerry Spitzer

Lifet im e Single
Bethany Andreasen
James C. Falcon
Richard Tasler

Lifet im e Fam ily
Clinton and Karen Beeter
Wally and Carol Birkeland
Darren and Becky Brown
James and Carolyn Johnson

Honorary Lifet im e
Evelyn Hildebrand

DONATIONS
Thr ivent  Financial

Evelyn Hildebrand
Kyle Hanson
Linda Hoff
Jeanine Kabanuk

Thrivent Financial members can designate that 
rewards/dollars can be donated to Ward County 

Historical Society.

A Big Thank You
The Ward County Historical Society would like to thank those individuals, 
families, businesses, and organizations who have generously donated to us 
in the past few months.

Relocat ion Project  Updat e
Angie Hoover, Treasurer

$544,297.03.
Wow! That is a BIG number. It is our 

expenditures since we began the 
Relocation Project last April. 

In one year, we have accomplished 
unbelievable things at the Pioneer 
Village site. 

The breakdown of expenses are as 
follows:

-  Moving Costs: $169,713.19

-  Labor: $152,890.46

-  Concrete/Concrete Work: $123,189.28

-  Plumbing, Heating, Electrical, 
Insulation: $3,424.88

-  Miscellaneous Supplies: $ 24,451.60

-  Lumber/Painting Supplies: $ 3,276.80

To learn how to donate to the Ward 
County Historical Society, visit 

wardcount yhist or icalsociet y.com
and click on Donat e 



There is not a lot to update 
regarding cars or the car museum as 
the museum is still under 
construction and we are still held 
back because of COVID-19, as well as 
funds to get repairs done. We still 
would like to have some type of car 
show on August 1st if that can be 
possible. Stay tuned for updates. 

We have accomplished so much 
this spring. Unfortunately, all that we 
did has drained our coffers down to 
almost nothing. I invite everyone to 
come to the site and do a drive 
around to look at the exteriors of the 
buildings and the grounds. We think 
you will be pleased with what we 
have accomplished and you can see 
what still needs to be done.

I thank Board Members: Dave Leite, 
Sheldon Albertson, Angie Hoover, 
and Jean Burke, who helped me pick 
rocks prior to the Ward County Soil 
Conservation tree planting in May. 
Thank you to the Ward County CSC 
for the planting. Thank you to the 
persons who have offered the use of 
their tow behind grass seeders and 
others who have drags to follow 
them.  Thank you to Terence Roberts 
who ran a dozer for two days at the 
site, leveling and spreading dirt for 
us. Thank you to Sue Bergan, Jan 
Veikley, Angie Hoover and Jean Burke 
for working hard on cleaning and 
preparing exhibits in the houses and 
other buildings. 

Thank you to Ardell Haugen with 
Haugen?s Trenching Service who has 
donated about 80 hours of time to 
dig the holes for the foundation of 
the Eureka school houses and 
plumbed in the water and sewer to 
one. Thank you to L&P Contracting 
who did the foundations at a 
reduced rate and Gravel Products 
who donated all of the pea rock for 
the crawl space. Concrete Mobile 
and Souris Valley Ready Mix are both 
thanked for providing the concrete at 
a wholesale price. Thank you to 
Swanston Equipment for the use of 
their remote control packer. Who 
says work can?t be fun?

Thank you to Donnybrook Legion 
Auxiliary Unit 195, who donated a 
flagpole to us. This heavy duty all 
aluminum pole can even be wired for 
a light at the top. Thank you to Andy 
Fimrite, who donated the use of his 
truck and trailer, and Sheldon 
Albertson and Tim Hoff went to pick 
it up. 

Special thanks goes to Tim Hoff 
and Bob Bruhaug who have been at 
the site almost continually to help 
with whatever is needed. Tim has 
been moving dirt and pulling a drag 
behind his tractor and Bob has 
donated a nice bench, sanded and 
newly refinished for us! 

Mrs. Mariner, of Mariner Well 
Drilling, recently donated an 11? x 14? 
building which resembles a log 
shack.  Although not historical, it is 
really cute and will look good 
alongside the log cabin to store our 
mower and other equipment. Thank 
you to Kevin Huwe who has offered 
to move it for free.

The Board of Directors is thankful 
to Sheldon Albertson who was hired 
to supervise Village renovations 
throughout the winter and continues 
to do so voluntarily.

Thank you to these people and 
businesses and many more who 
have made our move to Burlington 
possible and continue to improve the 
Pioneer Village Museum.

Some of the many items we still 
need help with include: 

-  Getting one of our tow behind 
road graders working 

-  Getting our Minneapolis Moline 
tractor running 

-  Brake work and other items 
needed on the Army truck which will 
be used to haul water for trees

-  Getting one of our Ford Model T 
roadsters drivable. We have had that 
one running a couple times already 
since the 2011 flood. 

-  Then, of course, there is cleaning 
and arranging exhibits, painting and 
minor repairs to some buildings.

-  Don?t forget more rock picking 
since they keep growing.

Car  Club Chat
Dan Caswell, WCHS Board Member and President Magic City Antique Car Club

Schoolhouse #4 will be used for our 
military museum to house collections 
ranging from the Spanish American War 
to the war in Iraq and Afghanistan. It 
will contain mobility accessible 
bathrooms for public use, which there 
is currently none of at the Village. 
Schoolhouse #1 will contain our Post 
Office and banking collections, which 
are in storage. Both buildings will allow 
for greater opportunities for site tours, 
virtual tours, and development of 
educational curriculum for schools. 
With the moving of the military 
museum from the Harmon House, 
there will be other exciting changes. The 
iconic American Four Square house will 
become our Visitor Center, complete 
with gift shop and genealogy research 
library. Conveniently located as you 
enter the Pioneer Village Museum, it will 
also have highlight displays from the 
museum?s collections. If you have a 
published genealogy of your family or 
general genealogy research materials, 
we would be happy to make them a 
part of the library. Please feel free to 
drive by to see our progress at the 
Pioneer Village Museum. 

If you wish to volunteer in some way, 
we would love to hear from you. Cash 
donations of any size are welcomed, are 
501(c)(3) deductible and will help to 
preserve the important history of Ward 
County.

?  Continued from page 1 ?  

The Ward County Historical Society 
mourns the loss of our past president, 
Bruce Brooks, who died March 22, 2020, 
at Edgewood Vista Assisted Living in 
Minot. He was 82. 

Bruce was active in the community, 
among other things, serving as an 
officer with the Ward County Historical 
Society, with the goal of preserving the 
Pioneer Village Museum. He is survived 
by his wife, Janice Clare-Rita nee Hall, 
brother, Fred, son, Chris, and 
granddaughter, Elli Nicolis. He was 
preceded in death by his parents. 

Bruce Brook s, 1937-2020
Form er  President  of  Ward Count y 

Hist or ical Societ y

Accessibil i t y Ram ps Added t o Museum  Buildings 
Thanks to the generosity of donors to the St. Joseph's Foundations Twice 

Blessed Campaign, the Ward County Historical Society were able to make it 
easier for visitors to access our buildings by constructing wheelchair 
accessibility ramps into our buildings. The progress made by the carpenters 
and volunteers has been remarkable and will be completed soon. With your 
generous donations, the Pioneer Village Museum will be more accessible for 
everyone to enjoy.  
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